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Claim 13, as amended, recites; 

"An appaiatus comprising: 

a power-generating wind turbine switch cabinet; 

at least one power-generating wind airbine circuit element coopled to the power- 
generating wind mrbine swiicli cabinet; 

a drying arrangement adapted to prevent water deposition onto tlie at least one 
power-generating wind turbine circuit etement, the drying arrangement including an air 
flow device in close proximity to the at least one power-generating wind turbine cii-cuit 
element and generating an air flow moving past the at least power-generating wind 
turbine circuit element to counteract the water deposition onto the at least one power- 
generating wind turbine circuit element; and 

guiding means directing the air flow from the air flow generating device past the 
at least one power-generating wind turbine circuit element. " 

Lagerway (WO 01/21956) discloses "a windmill for generating electric current with the 
aid of a generator driven by vanes. The rotor and the vanes are supported by a common 
bearing. According to the invention, the stator is positioned in a closed chamber with an 
air seal between the rotating part and the stationarj,-^ part of tiie generator." {Abstract} . 
The risk of condensation on the stator coil 20 is reduced fxirther by ensitring tbat the 
generator chamber 46 cotvtains only dry air. Various seals aie prov ided to prevent 
outside air leakage into the generator chamber. The stator windings are furtlier provided 
with a system for cooling the heat generated in the winding due to the electric current by 
circulating a cooled fluid. Additionally, the stator winding may use the cooling path 
described above to circulate a heated fluid to the windings or alteniatively use electric 
heaters in the stator windings. The heating arr angemeiJts are intended to prevent 
moismre formed on cold stator windings from potentially causing shorts, f FIG. 6] 

A fen may force air from the machine housing into the generator chamber to maintain an 
superatmospheric pressure, preventing leakage of ttioist outside air into tlie generator 
chamber througli seals and the like. The air intake path to the chamber may include a 
heater. An air exhaust path may be provided. 



-2- 



Serial ^k>.:10/529,123 



Docket 129739-5 



The Office Action cites Lagerway as reciting a machine hcmsing that teaches a power 
generatiiig wind turbine smtciv cabinet. Applicant respectfully asserts that a machine 
housing is not a "power generating wind turbine switch cabinet" as cited m the ciaiin. 
The machine housing is a large component that contains significant mechanical and 
ventilation equipmem needed for the turbine. Such a machine housing is not a switch 
cabinet. Lager way nowhere teaches that the nmchine housing 4 contains switches that 
are inherently part of a switch cabinet. 

Further Lagerway, nowhere teaches an air flow device ch,i;eproxlmiJy to the ai least 
(me power-generating wind turbine circuit elemenf" [Emphasis added]. A im .50 (FIG. 
7) of Lagerway is external to the generator chamber 46 where the stator windings 9 aiid 
rotor windings S, which the Office Action takes to be "power-generating wind turbine 
circuit element", are disposed. Applicant respectfully asserts that the fan 50 is not in 
close proximity to the circuit element as claimed, but outside the generator chamber 46. 
As described in the specification (Pg 2, Lines 13-19; Pg 4, Lines 22-29), an essential 
advantage of the invention is to provide an air flow in close proximity to the circuit 
elements to eliminate the need for high power consumption associated with heating a full 
switch cabinet. Providing an air flow in close proximity to tlie circuit element increases 
the amount of airflow directly passing over the circuit element, thereby improving 
effectiveness in preventing condensation on the circuit element. 

Further, J^.agervvay nowhere teaches "generating m\ air flow moving past the at least 
power-generating wind turbine circuit element to counteract tlie water deposition onto tlie 
at least one power-generating wind turbine circuit element" [Emphasis added]. 
Lagerway does recite sealing the generator chamber 46 to prevent inward leakage of 
outside moist air and providing a superaimospheric pressme in the generator chamber to 
prevent outside air from entering. However, claim 13 explicitly requires an air flow 
device generating an air flow "moving past" the at least one pow-er generating wind 
turbine circuit element Tlie air flow moving past the circuit element counteracts the 
deposition of water. FIG. 5 of Lagerway, as cited in the OtYice Action, relates to a 
bearing lubrication unit and provides no teaching relative to Claim 1 3. FIG. 7 of 
Lagerway, as cited in the Office Action, illustrates an external air unit 16 with a blower 
50 and possibly an external heater 5 1 to deli ver low moistoe content air to the generator 
chamber. The air inlet 52 to the chamber is positioned adjacent to the air outlet 53 of the 
chamber such that the superatmospheric pressure is maintained in the chamber. An air 
flow entering the chamber exits tiirough the air outlet 53, which is shown in proximity to 
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the air inlet 52, However, the airflow does not flow past the circmt element, such that the 
blowing over the circuit eienvewt counteracts the deposition of moistoe on the circuit 
element Applicant ftirther asserts tliat as shown from FIG, 7 of Lageiway, tlie air inlet 

52 into the chamber does not dispose any air to be "moving past" the circuit element 
taken by the OMce Action to be the windings. In particular, FIG. 7 shows the inlet 52 to 
the chamber 46 to be in proximity to the outlet 53 such that an air flow would exit the 
chamber rather than movrng past tire circuit element, as recited in Claim 1 3. Lagerway 
provides no explicit teaching that any of the air flow "moves past" the circuit element 
This is particularly relevant as to the effect cited in the specification as to air flow 
moving past the circuit element being effective in preventing moisture deposition without 
the large expenditure of energy that would be required in Lagerway to heat and 
pressurize the entire chamber. 

Further, Lagerway nowhere "teaches guiding means directing the air flow from the air 
flow generating device past the at least one power-generating wind turbine circuit 
elentent." Such guiding means is explicitly described in the specification (flow guide 
plate 34 of FIG. 1; Page 4, lines 10-29), In fact, as previously described above, FIG. 7 of 
Lagerway iUustrates an air flow into generator chamber 46 through inlet 52 disposed in 
close proximity to outlet 53. Lagerway teaches no guiding means within the chatnber 46 
for directing air flow past the at least one power-generating wind turbine circuit element 
If anything, Lagerway teaches that airflow enters though inlet 52 and exits through outlet 

53 without being guided. 

Because as described above Lagerway does not teach each and every element of Claim 
13, the rejection under 35 \JSC 102(b) must be withdrawn and C'laim 13 be allowed. 
Further because Claims 14-22 depend from Claim 13, for the reasons cited above, they 
must also be allowed. 

Roethel (US 1722S25) is a patent issued July 30, 1929 for a roof ventilator of a closed 
automobile body. Roethel describes a structure for ventilating the inside of an automobile 
with a fan while preventing outside rain and snow from entering (Col 1 lines 6-20). 

Roethel does not teach a power-generaiing wind turbine switch cabinet. Roethel does not 
teach at least one power generating wind turbine circuit element coupled to coupled to 
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the power generating wind turbine switch cabinet. Roethel does not teacb a drying 
arrangement adapted to prevent water deposition onto the at least one power generating 
wind turbine circuit element. Roethel does not teach a drying arrangement including an 
air flow device in close proximity to the at least one power-generating wind turbine 
circuit element or moving past the at least one power-generating wind turbine circuit 
element to counteract water deposition on tlie circuit element. Roethel does not teach 
guiding means for directing the m flow from the air flow generating device past eh at 
least one power generating wind turbine circuit element. Roethel alone or in 
combination witli Lagerway similarly fails to remedy the deficiencies cited above witli 
respect to Claim 13. 

Streed (US 3,332,620) recites a humidity control device to prevent condensation on the 
formation on the exterior surfaces of buildings due to cold external temperatures (Col, I , 
lines 7-13), As with Roethel, Streed does not teach a power-generating wind turbine 
switch cabinet. Streed does not teach at least one power generating wind turbine circuit 
element coupled to coupled to the power generating wind turbine switch cabinet. Streed 
does not teach a drying arrangement adapted to prevent water depostlion onto the at least 
one power generating wind turbine circuit element. Streed does not teach a drying 
arrangement including an air flow device in close proximity to the at least one power- 
generating wind turbine circuit element or moving past the at least one power-generating 
wind turbine circuit elemeirt to counteract water deposition on the circuit element, Streed 
does not teach guiding means for directing the air Sow from the air How generating 
device past eh at least one power generating wind turbine circuit element. Streed alone 
or in combination with Lagerway and Roetliel similarly fails to remedy the deficiencies 
cited above with respect to Claim 13, 

Claim 14, as amended recites; 

The apparatus of Claim 13, wherein the drying arrangement further comprises: 
At last one heating device in close proximitj'- to the at least one power-generating wind 
turbine circuit element adapted for heating an air passing by the at least one power- 
generating wind turbine circuit element, wherein the gliding means further directs the air 
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flow from the air flow generating device past tlie at least one healing device. 

Applicant ie<5peL.(iullv o.ib n,*- - Tvu 1 ai;oi\\ alone tn in cmnbuiauon \\ ith 
Rocthel and Sticxd faiK k> teacli the hoaunu dc\ ice in close pjo\inut\ to the at ieast one 
pow er iicnciating wind turbine circuit clement The combination further fails to teach air 
passitig by the circuit element. The combination further fails to teach guiding meaits 
directing the air flow from the air flow generating device past the heating device. 
Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of claim 14 be withdrawn and the claim 
be aUovved. 

Claim 16, as amended recites: 

The apparatus of Claim 1 5, wherein the air flow device fiirther generates an air flow 
circulating within the power-generating wind turbine switch cabinet and the guiding 
means directs the air flow past the at least one power-generating wind turbine circuit 
element and the cooling element. 

Applicant respectfully submits that l,agerway, alone or in combination with Roethel and 
Streed fkils to teach or suggest the guiding means directs tlie air flow past tlie at least one 
power-generating wind turbine circuit eienient and the cooling element. Further neither 
Roethel nor Sti'eed rectify tliis deficiency. Applicant respectfully requests that the 
rejection of claim 16 be withdrawn and the claim be allowed. 

Claim 23, as amended, recites: 

"controlling an operational pammeter of a power-generating wind turbine by at 
feast one power-generating wind turbine circuit element coupled to a power-generating 
wind turbine switch cabinet; 

generating ait aiitlou ij the tnw\mi .space oftlie po\N er-gentn-tung wnul tiirbme 
switch cabinet flowing past the at least one pov^cr-gcnerating wind tuibme cncuit 
element using an air flow generating device to counteract a deposition of condensation 
water onto the at least one power-generating wind turbine circuit element; and 

guiding the generated airflow past tlie at least one power-generating wind turbine 
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circuit element by guiding means." 

I or the iea<5ons cj{ed abo\e wnh resjx^wn < an- 1^ I 'jcinViP do.-', luUtach 
generating m anflow m the mteinal space of the poAes-g^aeiaiing w \nd turbjne ittb 
cabinet flowing pa^r ihc ut leasf ofit power-gvih'rafifig w itiJ no biih l ii l u<t cu mciit iiotng 
an air flow generating device to counteract a deposition of condensation water onto the al 
least one power-generating wind turbine circuit element [Emphasis added]. Providing an 
overpressure in a chamber as is done by Lagerway is not the same as flowing the airflow 
past the circuit. Such overpressure, does not provide the same effect as a direct flow pavSt 
the circuit element. Similarly, Lagerway does not teach guiding the generated airflow 
past the at least one power turbine circuit element by guiding meaiis. .As previously 
described with respect to Claim 13, Lagerway does no guiding within the chamber and 
the airflow is not over the circuit element, but according to FIG. 7 likely exits the 
chamber near the entrance, ^\'hereas the present invention enhances the absorptive effect 
of a directed air flow on moisaii e i?i the cabiiiei by a guiding means, Lagef way does not 
and is tiierefore less effective with a larger consumption of energy, as previously 
desaibed. 

Because as described above L agerway does not teach each and every element of Claim 
23, the rejection under 35 USC 102(b) must be withdrawn and Claim 23 be allowed. 
Furtlier, for the reasons cited with respect to Claim 13, neither Roethei nor Streed acting 
alone or in combination with Lagerway remedy those deficiencies. 

Given that claims 24-28 depend iroin indepeTKieTU claim 23. which is patentable as 
discussed above, .Applicant respectfully submite that dependent claims 24-28 are also 
patentable over the cited references. Accordingly, Applicant requests that the rejection of 
claims 24-25 and 28 under 35 USC § 102(b) and claims 26-27 under 35 USC § 103(a) be 
withdrawn. Applicant submits that claims 23-28 are in condition for allowance and such 
action is respecrflslly requested. 

Claim 24, as amended, recites: 
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"guiding the generated airflow past a heating device by giiiding means; 

heating an air in close proximity to the at least one power-ge«erating wind turbine 
circuit elemetit; md 

guiding the heated airflow past the at least one power-generating wind tiurbine 
circuit element by guiding means." 

As described above with respect to Claim 13, Lagerway does not teach guiding the 
generated airflow past a heating device by guiding means or a guiding means. Lagerway 
does not teach heating an air in close proximity to the circuit. Further Lagerway does not 
teach guiding the generated airflow past the circuit element. The above elements of the 
present invention all advantageously counteract the deposition of moisture on tlie circuit 
element and are not taught by Lagerway. Because Lagerway does not teach each mid 
every element of Claim 24, AppHcant respectfully requests that the rejection of Claim 13 
under 35 IISC 102(b) be withdrawn and the claim allowed. Further for the reasons cited 
above, neither Roethel nor Streed alone or in combination with Lagerway teaches each 
and every element of Claim 24. 



In view of the foregoing. Applicant respectfully submits that the application is in 
order for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of the application 
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are respectfuiiy requested. 

it is belle^ed tliM ^ o ^ is-.^ c ^;phcable to tiie filing of tliis paper. 
Hov\ o\ 01 it nec Oscars tiie ( umtni^su^nei is horeb\ authorized, in this, concurrent and 
futuic replies, to charge paNmcnt oi credit anv overpayment to Deposit Account 070849 
for any additional tbes required under 37 CF.R, §§ 1 . 1 6 or 1,1 7, particularly extension of 
time fees. 

S ho aid the Examiner believe that anything turther is needed to place the 
application in even better condition for allowance, please contact the imdersigned at && 
phone number listed below. 



Re,spectfuUy submitted. 



.}amiarv25, 2010 
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